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INCANDESCENTS

In the past, the main advantage incandescent flashlights
had over LEDs was output. But with the advent of super-
efficient, multi-die light emitting diodes, LED flashlights
can now attain outputs comparable to those of the best
incandescents. Throw in the fact that LEDs run longer,

can be programmed to deliver multiple outputs, have no
filament to burn out or break, last for thousands of hours,
and continue to emit useful light levels as batteries deplete,
and it's easy to see why most people choose an LED over
an incandescent illumination tool.

Still, there are valid reasons to go with an incandescent
flashlight, one being color temperature. White light from
an incandescent lamp is “warm” and on the red side, while
white LED light appears bluish in comparison. The human
brain processes them both as white, but for photography
and other purposes, the color temperature of an incandes-
cent lamp may be preferable. Another reason to choose an
incandescent is that it gives off enough infrared radiation
to be used with night vision devices (NVDs); just place an
infrared filter over it. White LEDs, on the other hand, don’t

“OLD SCHOOL” BUT STILL COOL

produce enough infrared radiation to be used with NVDs.
There are special infrared LEDs, but if you need both white
light and infrared capability from the same light—especially
at higher outputs—an incandescent light is still the better
way to go...for now.

Of all the incandescent flashlights on the market, Sure-
Fire’s are the most technologically advanced. We use
custom-designed tungsten filaments that are resilient

to shock and vibration and help maximize output and
extend operating life. And to keep our custom filaments
burning hotter (meaning more output) and inhibit tungsten
boil-off—a process where tungsten atoms “boil off” the
filament and form a light-blocking layer inside the lamp—
we fill our lamps with high-pressure xenon gas and, for
many lamps, halogens. Standard lamps use less expensive,
less effective gasses like argon or krypton.

So if you decide an incandescent is for you, decide on
a SureFire. You may not be getting the most advanced
technology, but you're getting the most technologically
advanced incandescent illumination tool money can buy.




