Peter Jennings on the Net, TV, and Peter Jennings

eter Jennings dislikes the moniker
celebrity. He prefers journalist. How
about icon? For over 35 years he's
been a staple on our television
screens in the roles of reporter, foreign
correspondent, and anchor of ABC World
News Tonight. He’s covered many of the
events that have shaped and defined history.
The man has just about seen it all—
including the explosion of the Internet,
which he's clearly embraced. Jennings
sends out a daily email offering insight into
the creation of each evening’s broadcast.
You can sign up for it at ABCNews.com
(www.abcnews.com).
We caught up with him between
broadeasts at ABC News headquarters in
New York.,

bLink: You've called the Internet “the
new frontier of journalism.” What does
the Internet do better or worse than
broadcast journalism?

PJ: [ don’t think it’s necessarily better or
worse. First of all, it’s very democratic.
It’s still pretty much uncharted territory
in some respects, in that journalism on the
Internet can be freelance, and often is.
Broadcast networks, for the most part,
continue to do what we've always done.
Though clearly we're supplemented by
the fact that we use the Internet a great deal
for information and, in some cases, to reach
another audience.

bLink: Is the Internet supplementing or
replacing news broadcasts?

PJ: 1 think it certainly does supplement our
nightly broadcast in that very often we do
things on the evening news where we can
then turn people towards ABCNews.com,
or Beliefnet.com (www.beliefnet.com) on
matters religious. To enhance knowledge,
understanding, context—all those things.
ABCNews.com contributes knowledge to
the larger ABC News organization.

broadcast news is reported?

Pl: 1t’s broadened the way it's reported.
ABC News reporters, editors, anchors, the
whole shebang, are all required, and eager
to make an additional contribution to
ABCNews.com. And ABCNews.com is an
additional reporting resource for us. But it
hasn’t made any difference to the way we
do our basic jobs.

bLink: What’s the goal of your daily email
at ABCNews.com?

PJ: What we accomplish is, we tell a small,
but growing audience what we're doing on
the news that night. Second, how, why,
and what we’re doing on the news that

bLink: Has the Internet changed the way night. And third, and very important for
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me, it gives me a measure of mnteractivity
with either the television or the Internet
audience on subjects we're reporting on.

bLink: You're both anchor and managing
editor. Any concerns over becoming too
personally biased on certain stories?
Ph: I'm less concerned about objectivity
than I am about fairness. Because to suggest
that journalists can be truly objective is a real
challenge—because we're all very different
human beings. We all bring different expe-
riences to the broadcast. And no matter how
objective or fair we think we're being on a
given subject, there's always someone out
continued on page 47 =
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