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A Friendly

My Rogers speaks out on education, the Internet,
and the tmiporiance of betng human

... NEIghborhood Chat

n an industry where style and flash are often valued more than

substance, Fred “Mister” Rogers has made a career out of

yuictly slipping into his-sweater and capvas sneakers and
calmly inviting us to be his neighbor, And Americs has sraciously
accepted.. His TV show, Mister - Rovers’ Nelohborhood, 15 the
longest running in PBS history at 32 vears and counting.

Along with being a television icon w millions of kids, Nokng
and old, Rogrers is also an ondaimed miniseer and  chaicman
af Family Communications, [nc. (wwwifclorg), o nonprofit
oreanizaion dedicated e children: their families, and 1those who
suppert them. And now the boundasies of Mister Rogers’
Nefghborhood extend  intocyberspace v wwrphs orgirogers/
and wwsimisierrogersorg.

We recently chated with Mr. Rogers—and invited him to
e ngichborhond,

Blink: IT vou bade't become TV s Me Rogers, what would you
haeve done with vour lite?

Rogers: Well, vou know, [ prepared 1o be a classical composer

In fact. T starled ouewanting o become 2 classical
planist. But instead of becoming
one, I marmicd one.

[ think that if | Fadn't been a
composer, 1 wonldve probably
aome iRt the ministy foll-time, =
I went to the seminary afier @
colfepe, when [ was doing a fall-
mme daily TV program, We were
producing Chifdren v Cormer here at
WOED (in Pittshurah), and Twent on
iy lunch hour It teok me eight vears
o gl through the seminary becatse |
was 8 parl-time sindent, bar [ did gradoace
with 8 Masters of Divininy dearee,

BLink: What role dogs the Intemel pliy in
the daily Fife of Fred Bogers?
Rogers: | use it muinly for email—keeping in touch
with many people thae I mighe not have ordinarily
Been able o be intouch with so frequently. My wifs
loves o sind jokes to different people—people send
them to her. she sends them en. Tts this marvelous
way of being in fouch, s

1 have done hiftle hits of ressarch, buti [ can't say
I've used it a Tot this way=—F think the older | set, the

more Ll be interested in that. For instance; T very much -
csted in Greek and Hebrew: [ look forward to being able 1o expand
my knowledge of those languages,

bLink: How do vou see the Intermet’s role in children's education?
Rogers: Well. [ think i’s ke the carly days of edicational
Broadcasiing, We had great hopes for having elevision used in the
scheals as supalements for thetéachers, And 1 ehink thar's Teing
realized albmost more now through the Internet than through
television. and will continue to be. Sormayhe we were just early in
ourthinking that way—with a different medinm,

bLink: Do children learn differently than 30 years aea?

Rogers: [ noticed that my grandsons have used the computer in
their learning, which of course kids 20 vears agoowould never have
hiael the chance oo do. My grandson was at o place, using my
wilg's compoter o ook up really complicated smff abow
dinosaurs—with greal case, st delizhted inthat, becapsethen he
turmed arcund and shared i with us.

bLinkc: What 15 the goal of vour Web siig?

S Rogers: The goal is interactivily, encouraging imagi-
h natve play, hearing characters thal the children
Pave seen on Welevision—uand the children sre then
able [ wse those characters o make
thiir own play. 1 alse hope—sines
thers are so miany adalts who have
growm up with the Nelghforfiood
and now have children of their
awn—ehat they e ahle (o vse the sile
together with their children, T just trost
that evervone who uses our siee will
abways know ithat himan beings are for
enore impoctant than any rachine. That s
the message that has been constant since day
ane. Whatever compulers can do o bring resl

peopie torether, that's their best use.

vou visil a factory and show childeen how things
dre made; aor haw they work. Wonld you consider
coming o Haghbink o shaw the kids how (he
Internet works | :
Rogers: Of, that would be a really fascinating
segment, In faet it sounds like a whole
special. Well pass that on to the producess. £

bLink: One popular segment of vour show is whers
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